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Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 



□ Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 



|_J Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 




INTERNATIO NAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
Box No. I Basis of the report 



Inter^^Ral application No. 

PCT/JP2003/008414 



L 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: ' ' 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages i 9Q 

„ — _ , as originally filed/furnished 

P geS — m __ received by this Authority on 

pagCS . received by this Authority on 

the claims: — __ 

PageS + 2> 14 ' 16 as originally filed/furnished 

Page ^ ■ _> as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 



pages* 1,9,10.13,13, 17-19,21,24,26,29-32,33 34 received by this Authority on 06 July 2004 (06.07.2004) 

the drawings: 

pages i 

„ ■ — , , as originally filed/furnished 

P g s _ received by this Authority on 

pages received by this Authority on 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing, 



3. |2\J The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ 

the description, pages a 



I2SJ th e claims, Nos. 3-8, 1 1, 12, 20, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify/): 



Q any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



*' ^ I h i reP - 0rt b T est ? blished 38 if < some of ) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

^iTZ)T y rcd t0 80 beyond *■ disc,osure 38 filed ' as indicatcd ^ wSSSS 

I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



I~] the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

Q any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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I Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 2, 9, 10, 13, 14-19, 21, 24, 26, 29-34 



1, 2, 9, 10, 13, 14-19, 21, 24, 26, 29-34 



1, 2, 9, 10, 13, 14-19, 21, 24, 26, 29-34 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



I 2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

iDocument 1: JP, 2002-3523, A (JSR Corp.), 9 January, 2002 (09.01.02), the claims, Fig. 1 (Family: none) 
(Document 2: JP, 1 1-21311, A (Idemitsu Petrochemical Co., Ltd.), 26 January, 1999 (26.01.99), the claims, Fig. 
7, [0016] (Family: none) 

iClaims 1 and 33 

The subject matter of claim 1 as amended by the written amendment dated 6 July, 2004 appears to be 
|novel and to involve an inventive step. 

Document 1 cited in the ISR describes (1) the constitution in which "a polymer solution and steam are 
[brought into contact with each other for removing a solvent by steam stripping" and (2) "the step of transferring | 
Isteam to a solvent-removing tank" in the subject matters of the amended claims 1 and 33. Furthermore, with 
Iregard to "the step of feeding a partial amount of steam to a pipe used for transferring the polymer solution to 
[the solvent-removing tank" in the subject matter of the amended claim 1, document 2 cited in the ISR describes 
[that (1) plural devolatilizing tanks for flushing are used, (2) a material capable of bubbling at a low boiling 
Ipoint is added to the pipe connecting the devolatilizing tanks, (3) the second devolatilizing tank is used for 
[carrying out flush evaporation, and (4) water is used particularly as the material capable of bubbling at a low 
(boiling point (see Example 3 of document 2). Judging from the polymer temperature, the use of water is not 
(considered to be substantially different from the feeding of steam. 

However, in the subject matter of the amended claim 1, the partial amount of steam fed to the pipe is 
[specified to be from 10 to 50 mass% with the total amount of steam as 100 mass%, and in the subject matter of 
Ithe amended claim 33, the partial amount of steam fed to the pipe is specified to be from 30 to 80 mass%. Thesel 
[constitutions are not described in any of the documents cited in the ISR, and a person skilled in the art could not J 
|have easily arrived at the constitutions either. 

IClaims 2, 10, 15, 18, 24, 30, 32 and 34 

The subject matters of claim 2 and amended claims 10, 15, 18, 24, 30, 32 and 34 restrict the subject 
|matters of claims 1, 9, 13, 17, 19, 29, 31 and 33 in a gas-liquid mixer, and appear to be novel and to involve an 
jinventive step for the same reasons as described for the subject matters of claims 1, 9, 13, 17, 19, 29, 31 and 33. 
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In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: V2 

Claims 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 29 and 31 

The subject matters of claims 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 29 and 31 as amended by the written amendment 
dated 6 July, 2004 appear to be novel and to involve an inventive step. 

Document 1 cited in the ISR describes (1) the constitution in which "a polymer solution and steam are 
wrought into contact with each other for removing a solvent by steam stripping" and (2) "the step of transferring I 
steam to a solvent-removing tank" in the subject matters of the amended claims 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 29 and 31. 
Furthermore, with regard to "the step of feeding a partial amount of steam to a pipe used for transferring the 
polymer solution to the solvent-removing tank" in the subject matter of the amended claim 1, document 2 cited 
in the ISR describes that (1) plural devolatilizing tanks for flushing are used, (2) a material capable of bubbling 
at a low boiling point is added to the pipe connecting the devolatilizing tanks, (3) the second devolatilizing tank | 
is used for carrying out flush evaporation, and (4) water is used particularly as the material capable of bubbling 
at a low boiling point (see Example 3 of document 2). Judging from the polymer temperature, the use of water 
is not considered to be substantially different from the feeding of steam. 

However, none of the documents cited in the ISR describes the "separating member," "sprinkler," or 
flush nozzle structure" in the subject matters of the amended claims 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 29 and 31, and a 
person skilled in the art could not have easily arrived at them either. 

Claims 21 and 26 

The subject matters of the amended claims 21 and 26 restrict the subject matters of the amended claims 
9 and 24 in a crumb scattering preventing member, and appear to be novel and to involve an inventive step for 
the same reason as described for the subject matters of claims 19 and 24. 
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